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COMPASSION SUNDAY 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our, We & Us 

Matthew 6:9 – Pray then like this… 

NOTE FOR LEADERS 

This document is intended to be used as a discussion guide, rather than a curriculum. As small group leaders, 

please feel free to lead through the topic as most appropriate for your group. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Things going at the moment: 

• Picnic in the Park – This Sunday after the morning service at Sedgely Park, Newmarket. 

Sausage sizzle. Bring the normal picnic essentials!  

• Working Bee Follow Up – Saturday 6th Oct 8am  
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REFLECT 

This is a time to generate some discussion around the ideas in the sermon. Some ideas include: 

• Ask the group to debrief for those who missed the sermon on Sunday. 

• What stood out? Do you have any questions?  

• Were there any special moments of clarity where God spoke to you clearly? 

• Why is this important and worth discussion? 

EXPLORE 

Let’s dig a little deeper. Use the biblical text to discover what God reveals to us in his Word. 

RELEVANT SCRIPTURES 

Matthew 6:9-13  Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name.  
10 Your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread,  
12 and forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

APPLY 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives. Get group 

members to talk about the real life implications of the study.  

1. DISCUSS: How are we to apply these things? Are there any immediate implications? 

2. RECAP: The Lord’s Prayer is one of those parts of scripture that we know so well that we 

often skip over reading it carefully, but when we do slow down, we are often surprised at 

what it contains. On Sunday, Michael from Compassion pointed out that it is a corporate 

pray, using the language of “our, we and us” rather than “my, me and I”. 

3. DISCUSS: Why do you think we are slow to realise this communal element of so much of 

scripture? What changes when we do? 

4. APPLY: Read through each of the five components of the Lord’s Prayer addressed and 

consider their application for our community. 

a. Hallowed Be Your Name: We Worship Together.   
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b. Give us Our Daily Bread: God is OUR Provider. 

c. Forgive us our Sins: Owning Corporate Sin 

d. As we forgive those who sin against us: Forgiving Corporate Sins. 

e. Deliver us from evil. Praying for God’s deliverance for all. 

5. APPLY: Finally, and importantly, discuss how to integrate this kind of prayer into the regular 

life of your small group community, and pray! 

PRAY  

Close time in prayer.  

Pray together through the 5 parts of the Lord’s prayer discussed. Don’t just use the words Jesus did, 

but adapt them for your group. 

NOTES  

6:9–13 Commonly known as “the Lord’s Prayer,” this prayer of Jesus models the kinds of issues that 

prayer should prioritize and their relative value. Verses 9–10 focus on God first; only then do vv. 11–

13 turn to people. 

6:9 Father. Probably reflects the underlying Aramaic Abba (as in Mark 14:36), almost but not quite 

“Daddy.” hallowed. Regarded as holy. Thus a unique intimacy with God (“Father”) is then balanced 

with proper reverence (“hallowed be your name”). 

6:10 your kingdom come. Not in the sense of “come into existence” but in the sense of “come more 

completely” until its full and final consummation. your will. What humans already know God wants 

them to do, especially through the Scriptures. 

6:11 daily bread. The necessities of life. Food is central, but all basic physical needs are probably in 

view. 

6:12 forgive us our debts. Means not that we lose our salvation every time we sin but that our 

fellowship with God is hindered when we fail to repent of our misdeeds. as we also have forgiven 

our debtors. Is explained by vv. 14–15. Jesus means not “to the same extent as” but “just as.” The 

prayer assumes that those whom God forgives in turn forgive others. 

6:13 lead us not into temptation. God never tempts anyone (Jas 1:13); therefore, this probably 

means “Do not allow us to succumb to temptation.” the evil one. Could also be translated “evil.”1 
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