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Acts #20 – 14:1-20 Gospel Resilience 

Acts 14:19-20:
 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they 

stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead.  But when the disciples 

gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas 

to Derbe.  

NOTE FOR LEADERS 

This document is intended to be used as a discussion guide, rather than a curriculum. As small group leaders, 

please feel free to lead through the topic as most appropriate for your group. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Things going at the moment: 

• Acts 29 Gospel & Sexuality Event:  

o Friday 9th November 7pm at Ashgrove – $5 

o Sam Allberry  

• Together for the Gospel Event:  

o Sunday 25th November 7pm at Brisbane City Hall – $10 

o Kevin DeYoung 
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#20 ACTS 14:1-20 

REFLECT 

This is a time to generate some discussion by reflecting on the ideas in this week’s message. Some 

ideas include: 

• Ask the group to debrief for those who have missed the sermons on Sunday 

• What stood out? Do you have any questions?  

• Were there any special moments of clarity where God spoke to you clearly? 

DIG INTO THE WORD 

Let’s dig a little deeper. Use the biblical text to discover what God reveals to us in his Word. 

Acts 14:1-20 Paul and Barnabas at Iconium   

Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great 

number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and 

poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the 

Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their 

hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the 

apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them 

and to stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the 

surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to preach the gospel. 

Paul and Barnabas at Lystra 

8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth and had 

never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had 

faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and began 

walking. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 

Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and 

Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the 

entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the 

crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed 

out into the crowd, crying out, 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like 

nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living 

God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations 

he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, 

for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food 

and gladness.” 18 Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to 

them. 
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Paul Stoned at Lystra 

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and 

dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples gathered about 

him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.  

Romans 8:31-39 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand 

of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us. 

Romans 5:3-4 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope 

2 Corinthians 12: 9-10 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Philippians 4:11-13 I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be 

brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of 

facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

APPLY 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives. Get group 

members to talk about the real life implications of the study.  

1. DISCUSS: How are we to apply these things? Are there any immediate implications? 

2. DISCUSS: How would you define resilience? What is the difference between worldly 

resilience and Christian resilience?   
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3. STUDY: Read 14:1-7: Paul and Barnabas preach at Iconium ad see both gospel fruit and 

hostile resistance to their message. 

a. Why do you think fruit and opposition come as the gospel moves forward?  

[Leaders Note: The gospel is both inherently powerful and inherently offensive.] 

b. Do you really think we should expect opposition in our own lives if we follow God? 

Why? 

c. Where have you seen this principle most clearly play out in your life? 

4. STUDY: Read 14:8-18: Paul and Barnabas perform a miracle at Lystra and are worshiped 

as gods for it. They of course protest and preach to the crowd, pleading with them to turn 

back to God. 

a. Do you think that there would have been at least some temptation or them to go 

along with it and take the glory for themselves?  

b. Why do they react so strongly to the crowd? 

c. What do you notice in Paul’s speech? What is he appealing to? 

5. STUDY: Read 14:19-20: The Jews from the previous 2 towns (170+km away!) then arrive 

and turn the crowd against them, resulting in Paul being stoned and dumped outside the 

city. But somehow, Paul survives, gets to his feet, and re-enters the city! Talk about an 

otherworldly resilience! 

a. What do you think it is that makes Paul so resilient? Where does he get this from? 

Read some of the passages supplied which were all written by Paul, that give some 

insight into this question. 

6. APPLY:  

a. How is it that we might too have this same kind of resilience to the trials of life? 

b. Where do you need God’s power in your life right now? Ask the group to pray for 

you for his strength. 

PRAY 

Pray that we might have courage to face the difficulties that come our way in following Jesus, that we 

might have joy in our trials to shine the gospel to the watching world, and soft hearts to the leading 

of the Holy Spirit. Ask God that we would get to experience his miraculous and transformational power 

before the watching world – for his great glory. Ask God to give you a joyful confidence in the truth, 

power and relevance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

HELPFUL NOTES 

NOTES ON KEY TEXTS 

14:1–7 In Iconium. The pattern set at Pisidian Antioch repeats in Iconium. While the Jews are divided, 

a number of Gentiles respond positively to the gospel. This division of Israel between a remnant who 

believe and a majority who do not recurs throughout Acts, climaxing in 28:24. 
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14:1 Iconium. Located about 90 miles (about 145 kilometers) southeast of Pisidian Antioch; an 

important agricultural center with flourishing orchards and wool industries. as usual into the Jewish 

synagogue. Because the gospel is for the Jew first (Rom 1:16) and because Paul and Barnabus find 

there both Jews and God-fearing Gentiles receptive to their message concerning Jesus the Messiah. 

14:3 Because of the opposition (v. 2), Paul and Barnabas remain in Iconium a considerable time in 

order to strengthen the believers there. signs and wonders. Throughout Acts they help confirm the 

gospel message (see 2:22, 43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 8:6, 13). 

14:4 apostles. Though Luke usually reserves the term for the Twelve (1:2, 12, etc.), he uses it of Paul 

and Barnabas here and in v. 14. See note on 1:21–22. 

14:5 Stoning was the most common Jewish means of execution. Though the plot fails in Iconium, it 

succeeds against Paul in Lystra (v. 19). 

14:6 Lystra and Derbe. Cities in Lycaonia, a district east of Pisidia. Both Pisidia and Lycaonia were 

incorporated in the Roman province of Galatia. 

14:8–20 In Lystra and Derbe. When Paul heals a lame man in Lystra, the people try to worship Paul 

and Barnabas as gods. They forcefully reject such worship, pointing to the one true God whose 

salvation they are proclaiming. Their fortunes dramatically turn as the Jews from Antioch and Iconium 

provoke the crowds to stone Paul. 

14:8–10 Healing the lame man closely parallels Peter’s similar miracle in 3:1–8 (cf. 9:33–35). Such 

healings evidence the arrival of God’s end-time salvation (cf. Isa 35:5–6). 

14:8 Lystra. A small Roman colony 20 miles (32 kilometers) south of Iconium. Few Jews appear to be 

there since the text does not mention a synagogue and Paul preaches in the streets. 

14:11 Paul and Barnabas spoke Greek, not the local Lycaonian language, so they did not at first 

understand what was happening. 

14:12 Zeus. The king of the Greek pantheon of gods (like the Roman Jupiter). Hermes. The messenger 

of the gods (like the Roman Mercury). Lystra had a temple to Zeus, its patron god. According to a local 

legend, these same gods, Zeus and Hermes, once descended to this region disguised as humans 

seeking lodging. Though they asked at a thousand homes, none took them in. Finally, at a humble 

cottage of straw and reeds, an elderly couple, Philemon and Baucis, freely welcomed them with a 

banquet. In appreciation, the gods transformed the cottage into a temple and appointed Philemon 

and Baucis priest and priestess. They then sent a flood to destroy the homes of the inhospitable people 

who had turned them away (Ovid, Metamorphoses 8.626–724). Perhaps the people of Lystra are 

hoping to gain a similar advantage. 

14:14 tore their clothes. A sign of sorrow, dismay, or rage (Gen 37:29, 34; Num 14:6; Josh 7:6; Isa 37:1; 

Mark 14:63). 

14:15–17 Paul’s message to his pagan listeners differs from his synagogue sermon to Jews and God-

fearers in Pisidian Antioch, which focused on the promises to Israel (13:16–41). He points instead to 
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God’s role as creator and provider for all people. He gives a similar message to “pagan” Greek 

philosophers on the Areopagus (“Mars Hill”) in Athens (ch. 17). 

14:19 Paul refers to this in his “résumé” of sufferings in 2 Cor 11:23–25. 

14:20 he got up and went back into the city. Paul’s remarkable recovery was probably a miracle, 

though the incident also points to the apostle’s remarkable fortitude and perseverance (2 Cor 11:23–

28). Derbe. About 60 miles (about 97 kilometers) southeast of Lystra.1 
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