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Acts #15 – 11:1-18 The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Acts 11:15-16 – As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.’ 

NOTE FOR LEADERS 

This document is intended to be used as a discussion guide, rather than a curriculum. As small group leaders, 

please feel free to lead through the topic as most appropriate for your group. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Things going at the moment: 

• Alpha Course 

o We are looking at starting a Monday Night Alpha Course (start date Sept 3) 

o Talk and pray as a group about who you might be able to invite 

• Clothes Swap Save The Date 

o Saturday Night 1st September 

o We will need many volunteers to run the night, especially in the 2 weeks leading up 

to the event, and the day of. Please encourage your groups to give a helping hand! 
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#15 ACTS 11:1-18 

REFLECT 

This is a time to generate some discussion by reflecting on the ideas in this week’s message. Some 

ideas include: 

• Ask the group to debrief for those who have missed the sermons on Sunday 

• What stood out? Do you have any questions?  

• Were there any special moments of clarity where God spoke to you clearly? 

DIG INTO THE WORD 

Let’s dig a little deeper. Use the biblical text to discover what God reveals to us in his Word. 

Having birthed the church in the city of Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost and the church scattering 

under the outbreak of persecution by the Jews, God then miraculously orchestrates the next chapter 

in the story. He gives near simultaneous visions to both Peter and a Roman Centurion, Cornelius, a 

man who worshipped the God of the Jews as a Gentile outsider. But Cornelius would not be an 

outsider for much longer, as Peter is lead by God preach the gospel to him and his family, resulting in 

the falling of the Holy Spirit on the on the Gentiles for the very first time. Through the conversion of 

Cornelius, God is demonstrating irrevocably that he does not make distinctions in his kingdom, and 

that we have no right to make distinctions either. All human beings are equal in the sight of God and 

welcome at the banquet table of God through faith in Christ, a message so radical that it would go 

on to transform the face of the earth. This week’s passage records Peter’s recounting of these 

events to the rest of the church, much to their joy and celebration.  

Acts  11:1-18: Peter Reports to the Church 

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized 

him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained 

it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like 

a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to 

me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the 

air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for 

nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time 

from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all 

was drawn up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house 

in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no 

distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told 

us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is 

called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your 
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household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things 

they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God 

has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Romans 8:8-13 

8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, 

if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 

dwells in you. 

Luke 11:9-13 

9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it 

will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a 

serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask him!” 

Ephesians 5:18 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit. 

John 3:3-8 

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom 

of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 

time into his mother's womb and be born?”5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh 

is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 

born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 

comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

APPLY 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives. Get group 

members to talk about the real life implications of the study.  

1. DISCUSS: How are we to apply these things? Are there any immediate implications? 

2. DISCUSS: Where do you think that the role of the Spirit has been underemphasized?   



 

ACTS 

 

3. STUDY: Read 11:1-18. Sound a whole bunch like last week’s passage? It certainly should! 

Almost word for word, Peter recounts to the church all that took place at the house of 

Cornelius.  

a. Why is Peter criticized by the believers in Jerusalem? What is his response? 

b. In describing these events, Luke decides to repeat much of the finer detail from 

the previous chapter. Why do you think he does that? Why is this so significant? 

4. DISCUSS: Taking a big step back, we are going to consider more broadly the ministry of 

the Holy Spirit in the life of the church and individual believers. 

a. In the book of Acts, the first time the Samaritans are converted there Is a delay 

between faith and the coming of the Spirit (Acts 8:14-17). How might you 

explain this delay? Is this to be expected today? [Leaders Notes: This delay is 

best explained by the fact that these original instances where unique as they 

were the very first time a whole new people group received the Holy Spirit. After 

these original instances, there is no more delay mentioned. Additionally, Peter’s 

role as the one who holds the keys, seems to be particularly significant. 

b. What is the different between the Bible’s use of the term “baptism” in the Spirit 

and being “filled” with the Spirit? Why is the distinction necessary? [Leaders 

Notes: The term baptism in the spirit refers specifically to regeneration, and is a 

one-time event necessary for all Christians, as Jesus tells Nicodemus in John 3:5: 

“unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”. 

“Being filled with the Spirit” on the other hand, is a much broader term and can 

refer to baptism of the Spirit, but it can also refer to an ongoing repeated process 

that happens many times in a believer’s life.] 

c. What is the problem with “second blessing” type theology? [Leaders Note: For a 

start, it assumes that it is possible to be a Christian without the Holy Spirit, 

something Jesus says is impossible (above)!] 

5. APPLY:  

a. Ephesians 5:18 gives us the passive imperative to “be filled” with the Spirit. This 

indicates that we have some active role to play in being filled. How are we to be 

obedient to the call to “be filled”? 

b. How do you listen to the leading of the Spirit? 

c. What difference does the Holy Spirit make to our day to day lives? 

PRAY 

Pray that we might have courage to face the difficulties that come our way in following Jesus, that 

we might have joy in our trials to shine the gospel to the watching world, and soft hearts to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. Ask God that we would get to experience his miraculous and 

transformational power before the watching world – for his great glory. 

Ask God to give you a joyful confidence in the truth, power and relevance of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 
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Pray for the mission of our church both corporately and as individual Christians in our work places, 

schools, universities and neighbourhoods.   

HELPFUL NOTES 

NOTES ON KEY TEXTS 

Acts 6:1–12:25 The Witness beyond Jerusalem. Beginning with Greek-speaking Jewish Christians in 

Jerusalem (6:1–7), the Christian gospel was proclaimed to an ever-widening circle—to Samaria (8:4–

25), to an Ethiopian (8:26–40), to a Gentile God-fearer (10:1–48), and to the Gentiles of Antioch 

(11:19–30). Key figures in the outreach were the Hellenists Stephen and Philip, the apostle Peter, 

and eventually Paul and Barnabas. The stage was then set for Paul’s ministry that would go to the 

“end of the earth” (1:8). 

11:1–18 Peter Explains His Actions. When Peter returns to Jerusalem, some of the Jewish Christians 

challenge him for entering the home of an uncircumcised Gentile (vv. 2–3). Peter responds by 

recounting the Cornelius episode in detail, again demonstrating that Gentiles accepted the gospel 

because of God’s work rather than any human initiative. Repeating the story confirms its importance 

for Luke. 

11:2 circumcised believers. The conservative wing of the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem who 

believed that Gentiles should become Jews (be circumcised and keep the OT law) in order to be 

saved. These Jewish Christians are concerned that Peter ate with the Gentiles (v. 3), since table-

fellowship demonstrated social acceptance and since contact with Gentiles ceremonially defiled 

Jews. 

11:17 who was I to … stand in God’s way? The central theme of Acts, demonstrated throughout this 

passage, is that the advance of the gospel is the unstoppable work of God. 
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