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Acts #13 – 9:26-43   The Power of God 

Acts 9:31 – So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being 

built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. 

NOTE FOR LEADERS 

This document is intended to be used as a discussion guide, rather than a curriculum. As small group leaders, 

please feel free to lead through the topic as most appropriate for your group. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Things going at the moment: 

• Clothes Swap Save The Date 

o Saturday Night 1st September 

o We will need many volunteers to run the night, especially in the 2 weeks leading up 

to the event, and the day of. Please encourage your groups to give a helping hand! 

• Grow Women’s Conference: Meet Jesus Through Habakkuk 

o Saturday 4th August 
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#13 ACTS 9:26-43 

REFLECT 

This is a time to generate some discussion by reflecting on the ideas in this week’s message. Some 

ideas include: 

• Ask the group to debrief for those who have missed the sermons on Sunday 

• What stood out? Do you have any questions?  

• Were there any special moments of clarity where God spoke to you clearly? 

DIG INTO THE WORD 

Let’s dig a little deeper. Use the biblical text to discover what God reveals to us in his Word. 

A transformed Paul, having met Jesus on the road to Damascus, finally arrives in Jerusalem where he 

meets the rest of the church. and receives a hesitant reception. After this Peter finds himself in the 

towns of Lydda and Joppa where by the power of God he heals a man and raises a woman from the 

dead. These events remind us of the miraculous power of God, and that the very same power that 

transformed the life of Paul is still at work today. 

Acts  9:19-43  

Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues 

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 

synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not 

this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come 

here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more 

in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

Saul Escapes from Damascus 

23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to 

Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by 

night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 

Saul in Jerusalem 

26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of 

him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 

apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at 

Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at 

Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the 
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Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him 

down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 

31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. 

And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. 

The Healing of Aeneas 

32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at 

Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And 

Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he 

rose. 35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 

Dorcas Restored to Life 

36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full 

of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed 

her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter 

was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and 

went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside 

him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with 

them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, 

“Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his 

hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became 

known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many 

days with one Simon, a tanner. 

1 Corinthians 15:47-49 

The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man 

of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are 

of heaven.49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the 

man of heaven. 

Romans 6:12-13 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your 

members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have 

been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 

Romans 8:13 

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. 
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APPLY 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives. Get group 

members to talk about the real life implications of the study.  

1. DISCUSS: How are we to apply these things? Are there any immediate implications? 

2. DISCUSS: Reflect on Jules’ premise that we can often forget the power of Godin the details 

and routine of life. Do you think this rings true for you? 

3. STUDY: Read 9:26-43 

a. How was the power of God clearly demonstrated in this passage? 

b. What were the direct results of the demonstration of power? 

4. DISCUSS: The Miraculous Power of God  

a. What do we do when God doesn’t heal? What is our real and ultimate future 

hope? 

5. APPLY: The Transformational Power of God 

a. Where do we see the transformational power of God in Paul’s life? 

b. How would you define the term sanctification? 

c. What is the difference in the active and passive aspects of sanctification? 

d. Evaluate: What does it look like to actively evaluate your heart honestly before 

God? 

e. Don’t Despair: What are the things we wrongly think when sin feels to powerful 

to overcome? How should we respond instead? 

f. Cooperate: What does it mean to cooperate with the spirit in the journey of your 

sanctification? 

g. Celebrate: Share different examples of God’s transformational power in your life. 

Share both big and iconic changes that stand out in your life as well as more recent 

examples of the smaller ways God has been changing you. 

PRAY 

Pray that we might have courage to face the difficulties that come our way in following Jesus, that we 

might have joy in our trials to shine the gospel to the watching world, and soft hearts to the leading 

of the Holy Spirit. Ask God that we would get to experience his miraculous and transformational power 

before the watching world – for his great glory. 

Ask God to give you a joyful confidence in the truth, power and relevance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Pray for the mission of our church both corporately and as individual Christians in our work places, 

schools, universities and neighbourhoods.   

HELPFUL NOTES 

NOTES ON KEY TEXTS 
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Acts 6:1–12:25 The Witness beyond Jerusalem. Beginning with Greek-speaking Jewish Christians in 

Jerusalem (6:1–7), the Christian gospel was proclaimed to an ever-widening circle—to Samaria (8:4–

25), to an Ethiopian (8:26–40), to a Gentile God-fearer (10:1–48), and to the Gentiles of Antioch 

(11:19–30). Key figures in the outreach were the Hellenists Stephen and Philip, the apostle Peter, and 

eventually Paul and Barnabas. The stage was then set for Paul’s ministry that would go to the “end of 

the earth” (1:8). 
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