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Relationships - #4 Parenting 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  

NOTE FOR LEADERS 

This document is intended to be used as a discussion guide, rather than a curriculum. As small group leaders, 

please feel free to lead through the topic as most appropriate for your group. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Things going at the moment: 

• Prayer Night:  

o Wednesday 24 October 7pm at church.  

o No small groups will be running this week. 

• Meals for those Expecting: 

o Yarran & Helen are expecting soon and as a church family we want to help care for 

them as they adjust to life with a newborn!  

o We are hoping to provide them with meals starting from 22 Oct for about 2 weeks.  

o Get in contact with Nancy, or the foodtidings website on the facebook group to help 

out.  



 

Relationships 

 

REFLECT 

This is a time to generate some discussion around the ideas in the sermon. Some ideas include: 

• Ask the group to debrief for those who missed the sermon on Sunday. 

• What stood out? Do you have any questions?  

• Were there any special moments of clarity where God spoke to you clearly? 

• Why is this important and worth discussion? 

EXPLORE 

Let’s dig a little deeper. Use the biblical text to discover what God reveals to us in his Word. 

RELEVANT SCRIPTURES 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently 

to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 

and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they 

shall be as frontlets between your eyes.9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 

your gates. 

Mark 12:28-31 28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and 

seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of 

all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one.30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

Galatians 6:10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 

who are of the household of faith. 

Matthew 19:25-26 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then 

can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible.” 

John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 

1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are.  
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APPLY 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives. Get group 

members to talk about the real life implications of the study.  

1. DISCUSS: How are we to apply these things? Are there any immediate implications? 

2. SERIES RECAP: Before launching into the study on parenting, take some time as a group to 

discuss what has stood out from the Relationships series. Share any highlights or “Aha!” 

moments you might have had. 

3. DISCUSS: Parenting is a significant thing, but too often we focus on the immediate “here and 

now” changes that it brings instead of considering it in light of eternity. Had you considered 

before that having a child, God is essentially bringing a new eternal being into existence? 

4. WORSHIP: Know God and Love Him 

a. Read Deut. 6:4-6. Jesus himself says that this is the greatest commandment in all the 

law, so central is it to our calling as his people.  

b. Why would our own worship of God be connected to our parenting?  

c. What effect does our worship or lack of worship have on our kids? 

5. TEACH: Know the Gospel and Live It 

a. Read Deut. 6:7-9. How do these verses inform as us to how we are to teach our kids 

as parents? [Leaders Note: 1. Diligence: This is the difference between good 

intentions and follow through. If something is a high enough priority in our lives, we 

will do it. For example, we eat diligently every day so we don’t die, it’s not enough 

just to intend to eat! 2. As you do life: it is in the normal stuff of life that we are to 

teach, as we sit, walk, lie down and wake up!] 

b. How might we be creative and winsome in our teaching of our kids, and avoid the 

pitfalls of stale religious moralism? 

c. The other aspect of teaching is not just communicating the gospel and truths about 

God with our words, but our very lives. Our lives will be the loudest sermon we ever 

preach to our kids. How can we show our kids the gospel in our own lives? For 

example, what would it look like to model our need for God’s grace to our kids in 

repentance? 

6. PRAYER: Know your Inability and Seek His Power 

a. At best as parents, we can faithfully stake firewood around our kids’ hearts but it is 

God alone who sends the spark to light the fire of faith. Read John 3:3. Jesus here 

states clearly that there is a spiritual experience that must take in a person’s life if 

they are to enter the kingdom of heaven. What does this reveal about our role as 

parents? Why bother praying? 

7. GRACE: Before You’re a Parent You’re a Child of God. 

a. Read 1 John 3:1. Before you’re a parent, you’re a child of God! How does this firm 

identity change how you parent?  

b. How is it that the cross shapes your parenting?  

8. APPLY:  
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a. For those without kids: how do these principles help prepare you for your potential 

future parenting?  What can you put into practice today to begin preparation? 

b. For the parents: How do these principles change your parenting? What can you put 

into practice in response? 

PRAY  

Pray that God would grow us all through this series in how we understand the different seasons of 

life and relationships.  

Pray that the parents of our church, that their lives would be a beautiful picture of the gospel to 

their families. Pray for the children of our church as well, that God would rescue and redeem them! 

NOTES  

Deut. 6:4–9 These verses constitute the foremost text in Judaism identified as the Shema (Hebrew 

šĕmaʿ, “hear”) because of its initial word in Hebrew. It is one of the three texts in Orthodox Judaism 

to be recited every day (cf. 11:18–21; Num 15:37–41). Jesus agreed that this particular text was the 

most important commandment (Mark 12:29–30). 

Deut. 6:4 The Lord … the Lord. This double use of the divine name is unique in the OT except for 

Exod 34:6, where Moses alludes to and explains in more detail the meaning of the name. one. The 

Lord is not just God for Israel; he is God for all (cf. Zech 14:9). This is the principle of monotheism. 

The Lord is one of a kind, absolutely unique (32:39; Isa 44:8; 45:6). In contrast in the ancient world 

polytheism—the belief in many gods—was prevalent. 

Deut. 6:5 From the oneness of God flows a oneness in love: one must love God with the entirety of 

one’s being—one’s heart (mind), soul (life force or breath), and strength. Thus, what is involved here 

is not a love that can be reduced to a feeling or sentiment but a love for God that commands the 

entire personality. 

Deut. 6:6 These commandments that I give you today. All the teaching that Moses is giving (not just 

v. 4), although in principle the commands can be reduced to v. 4. 

Deut. 6:7 Impress. From a Hebrew word that means “repeat.” This is a rare word and may also have 

the meaning of “engrave.” Thus, by repeating something often enough, the teacher can “engrave” 

the meaning on the mind. Talk about them. The commandments should be the topic of conversation 

in daily life. 

Deut. 6:8–9 Tie them … Write them. Probably not literally, although it later became the practice of 

Jews to bind the commands to their bodies. There is evidence of this at Qumran and in the NT (see 

note on Matt 23:5). Jews also placed passages of Scripture in small wooden or metal containers 

called mezuzot and attached them to the doorframes of their houses. The commands, however, 

were to affect behavior—to dominate action (“on your hands”) and vision (“on your foreheads”) and 

to be an integral part of one’s home (“on the doorframes of your houses”) and one’s town (“on your 
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gates”). The commands written on stone must not stay there; they must also be written on the 

individual heart, the family homestead, and the societal gathering place. For further support for a 

figurative interpretation of this command, see 11:18–20; Exod 13:9, 16.1 

Mark 12:29 Hear, O Israel. See Deut 6:4–5. This is the central confession of Jewish identity, derived 

from the heart of Israel’s covenant (Deut 6:4–19). 

Mark 12:30 heart … soul … mind … strength. The entirety of one’s being. That Jesus has already 

demanded this kind of loyalty to himself and his gospel (8:34–35; 10:21, 29) further underlines the 

claim that God’s very presence has come in Jesus (see note on 1:2–3). 

Mark 12:31 Because God loved and showed mercy to Israel, individual Israelites must love and show 

mercy to each other, which for Jesus includes the least (9:33–10:12; see note on 10:47). neighbor. 

The definition is left open, but it is given in Luke 10:29–37.2 

John 3:3 see. Basically synonymous with “enter” in v. 5; includes participation. kingdom of God. 

God’s saving reign, which in certain respects has already been inaugurated in the person, works, and 

message of Jesus. See “The Kingdom of God,” p. 2662. born again. See NIV text note; synonymous 

with “become children of God” and “born of God” (1:12–13; cf. Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 1:3, 23; 1 John 2:29; 

3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18). See note on v. 5. This implies a predicament: if Nicodemus, a knowledgeable, 

gifted, and prestigious religious teacher, cannot enter God’s kingdom based on his standing and 

works, what hope is there for anyone else?3 
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