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Relationships - #2 Dating 

Song of Songs 2:7 - Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires. 

NOTE FOR LEADERS 

This document is intended to be used as a discussion guide, rather than a curriculum. As small group leaders, 

please feel free to lead through the topic as most appropriate for your group. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Things going at the moment: 

• Working Bee – Next Saturday 22nd September 8am-12pm. Your assistance would be so 

appreciated! 

• Picnic in the Park – Sunday 30th September after the morning service. Sausage sizzle. Bring 

the normal picnic essentials! Location TBA 
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REFLECT 

This is a time to generate some discussion around the ideas in the sermon. Some ideas include: 

• Ask the group to debrief for those who missed the sermon on Sunday. 

• What stood out? Do you have any questions?  

• Were there any special moments of clarity where God spoke to you clearly? 

• Why is this important and worth discussion? 

EXPLORE 

Let’s dig a little deeper. Use the biblical text to discover what God reveals to us in his Word. 

RELEVANT SCRIPTURES 

Song of Songs 2:7 - Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you 

    by the gazelles and by the does of the field: 

Do not arouse or awaken love 

    until it so desires. 

1 Corinthians 7:39 - A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is 

free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 - Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 

wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is 

there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an 

unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the 

temple of the living God. 

Genesis 2:22-25 - And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made[h] into a woman 

and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

    and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called Woman, 

    because she was taken out of Man.”  

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed 

Matthew 16:26 - For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? 

Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 

Luke 7:36-50 - A Sinful Woman Forgiven 
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36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 

reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he 

was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing 

behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the 

hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee 

who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known 

who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”40 And Jesus answering 

said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 

41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him 

more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said 

to him, “You have judged rightly.”44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see 

this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with 

her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has 

not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he 

who is forgiven little, loves little.”48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who 

were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And 

he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

APPLY 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives. Get group 

members to talk about the real life implications of the study.  

1. DISCUSS: How are we to apply these things? Are there any immediate implications? 

2. DISCUSS: What is the complication with our looking for advice in Scripture on the issue of 

dating? [Leaders Notes: Dating is a modern invention and didn’t exist in biblical times!] 

What are those things that make modern dating different to most cultures in the past? 

[Leaders Notes: family involvement, betrothal is formal and clear, in contrast to our modern 

vague dating thing etc.] 

3. RECAP: That doesn’t mean that the bible is silent on the topic. There are many clear 

principles that do in fact guide how it is we approach dating today. We must then seek to 

apply these principles with wisdom in our current context. Matt outlined the following 

three: 

a. Dating is about Marriage. 

b. There is a clear distinction between dating and marriage 

c. Who you date matters. 

4. DATING IS ABOUT MARRIAGE 

a. If marriage is the point of dating, there is wisdom in being careful with how you 

approach dating in general. Song of Songs 2:7 says “Do not arouse or awaken love 
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until it so desires.” Why be cautious with how much of yourself you give? What does 

this mean for both the physical and emotional aspects of relationship?  

5. THERE IS A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN DATING AND MARRIAGE: 

b. Read Genesis 2:22-25. This gives us is the pattern for us to follow: Leave, hold, then 

join. Why is this order important? What happens when we lose the distinction 

between dating and marriage? 

6. WHO YOU DATE MATTERS: 

a. Read 1 Cor. 7:39 & 2 Cor 6:14-16. These passages give the command: only remarry 

someone “in the Lord” and “do not be yoked to an unbeliever”. What does it mean 

to be yoked? Why is this important? 

7. APPLY:  

a. Matthew 16:26 lays out the ultimate questions of Jesus: what would it profit a man 

to gain the world but forfeit his soul? When it comes to dating, the question can be 

applied specifically: what person could possibly be worth throwing our relationship 

with God away for? How does an eternal perspective effect your view of dating? 

b. For the singles: how does these principles help prepare you for your potential future 

dating experience?  

c. For the marrieds: how can you better love and support the dating couples around 

you? 

8. GOD’S GRACE: 

a. The Story of the “woman of the city” in Luke 7 gives us a beautiful picture of the 

redemption available through faith in Jesus. Because of sin, many of us experience 

something short of the ideal, but God’s redemptive power is on offer through Jesus. 

How does the gospel affect your dating experience? 

PRAY  

Close time in prayer.  

Pray that God would grow us all through this series in how we understand the different seasons of 

life and relationships.  

NOTES  

Song of Songs 2:7 Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires. Cf. 3:5; 8:4. Though there are 

many proposed interpretations, most likely this either warns others not to disturb the lovers or 

encourages lovers to wait for love until the proper context of marriage.1 

1 Corinthians 7:39–40 A married woman is bound to her husband as long as the husband lives; she 

cannot divorce him. If her husband dies, she may remarry only if her second husband is a Christian 

                                                             

1 Carson, D. A. (Ed.). (2015). NIV Zondervan Study Bible: Built on the Truth of Scripture and Centered on the 

Gospel Message (p. 1288). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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(“he must belong to the Lord,” v. 39), or she may remain unmarried, which Paul prefers in view of 

the “present crisis” (v. 26).2 

2 Corinthians 6:14–16 This is not an injunction against all association with unbelievers (cf. 1 Cor 5:9–

10; 10:27). Paul actually encouraged the Christian spouse of an unbeliever to maintain the 

relationship as long as possible (1 Cor 7:12–16). Rather, Paul prohibits forming close attachments 

with non-Christians that might compromise their faith. Examples include contracting marriages 

between believers and unbelievers (cf. Deut 7:1–3), initiating frivolous litigation before unbelieving 

officials in cases involving believers (1 Cor 6:1–8), and flirting with idolatry by sharing meals at idol 

shrines or continuing to attend ceremonies in pagan temples or maintaining membership in some 

local pagan cult. 

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. Paul is content to state a general 

principle that needs specific application under the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Each of Paul’s five 

rhetorical questions (vv. 14–16) assumes a strong negative answer: “None whatever!” Intimate 

relationships or fellowship between believers and unbelievers are incongruous (1 Cor 10:21). See 

note on vv. 14–16. 

2 Corinthians 6:15 Belial. Means “worthlessness” or “destruction,” but here it is a name for the 

devil. 

2 Corinthians 6:16 we are the temple of the living God. Here “we” refers to the whole body of 

Christ, the total Christian community (cf. 1 Cor 3:16–17), “a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” 

(Eph 2:22). Paul expresses the complementary truth in 1 Cor 6:19: believers’ bodies are “temples of 

the Holy Spirit.”3 

Genesis 2:24 why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife. The physical 

creation of the woman by taking her from the man implies a natural relationship that is restored 

when the man and woman become “one flesh” by physically reuniting.4 

Matthew 16:26 What good will it be …? All the material possessions and privilege in this world 

cannot compensate for spending an eternity in hell. Nor can any human offer anything to God to 

redeem themselves. Eternal life must be received as God’s free gift. But this context reminds people 

that it may cost them their lives.5 

                                                             
2 Moo, D. J. (2015). The Letters and Revelation. In D. A. Carson (Ed.), NIV Zondervan Study Bible: Built on the 

Truth of Scripture and Centered on the Gospel Message (pp. 2339–2341). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

3 Moo, D. J. (2015). The Letters and Revelation. In D. A. Carson (Ed.), NIV Zondervan Study Bible: Built on the 

Truth of Scripture and Centered on the Gospel Message (pp. 2369–2370). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

4 Carson, D. A. (Ed.). (2015). NIV Zondervan Study Bible: Built on the Truth of Scripture and Centered on the 

Gospel Message (p. 30). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

5 Carson, D. A. (2015). The Gospels and Acts. In D. A. Carson (Ed.), NIV Zondervan Study Bible: Built on the Truth 

of Scripture and Centered on the Gospel Message (p. 1965). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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Luke 7:37 lived a sinful life. The woman had committed “many sins” (v. 47). Perhaps she was a 

prostitute (cf. Matt 21:31–32). 

Luke 7:38 Following the custom of the day, Jesus reclined during the meal, making it possible for the 

woman to stand “behind him at his feet.” kissed them and poured perfume on them. Acts of 

respect (vv. 44–47; cf. John 12:3). 

Luke 7:44–46 In this ancient culture of honor and shame, it was insulting to receive guests 

improperly (cf. 11:37–38; 14:1). This portrayal of Simon the Pharisee (not to be confused with Simon 

Peter) is consistent with the description of the Pharisees in general in Luke’s Gospel (v. 30; 11:37–

54). 

Luke 7:47 her great love. Evidence of her being forgiven, just as a person who loves little gives 

evidence of having been forgiven little. The debtor whose forgiven debt is larger should respond 

with a greater love (vv. 41–43). 

Luke 7:48–49 Jesus has the authority to forgive sins (cf. 5:20–21).6 
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